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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 


Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #07NEWDELHI1915. 
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TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  PTER  PHUM  PINR  SCUL  KDEM  KISL  IN  PK 
SUBJECT:  RAHUL  GANDHI  JUMPS  INTO  THE  U.P.  ELECTORAL  FRAY 

REF:  A.  NEW  DELHI  1699 

!B.  NEW  DELHI  1675  C.  NEW  DELHI  1508 

Classified  By:  Political  Counselor  Ted  Osius  for  reasons  1.4  (B,D) 

f.1 . (C)  Summary:  Rahul  Gandhi,  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Gandhi  family  dynasty,  has  made  a number  of  gaffes,  suggesting  an  uneven  start  to  his 

Rahul  Puts  His  Foot  in  His  Mouth 


T2 . (U)  As  part  of  its  Uttar  Pradesh  (UP)  electoral  campaign.  Congress  has  been  sending  heir  apparent  Rahul  Gandhi  into  the  countryside  to  cor 
— On  April  15,  Rahul  in  a speech  at  a UP  campaign  rally  stated  that  ""I  belong  to  the  family  which  has  never  moved  backwards,  which  has  never  c 
— Earlier,  while  on  the  campaign  trail,  Rahul  had  maintained  that  the  Babri  Mosque  ""would  have  been  protected  had  a member  of  the  Gandhi  famil 
— At  another  rally,  Rahul  exclaimed  that  his  party's  slide  into  the  political  wilderness  in  UP  started  with  its  1996  alliance  with  former  Chief 

Reactions  Mostly  Negative 


f3 . (U)  The  Rahul  gaffes  were  greeted  with  bewilderment  and,  in  some  cases,  disdain.  In  an  Islamabad  press  conference  a GOP  spokesman  sniffed 
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J4 . (U)  The  opposition  BJP  was  equally  unimpressed.  Party  spokesman  Prakash  Javadekar  exclaimed  that  ""if  he  claims  this  for  his  family,  ther 

Even  Within  Congress 


f5 . (U)  Press  reports  quoted  Congress  workers  in  UP  as  expressing  ""bewilderment,""  as  they  were  unable  to  determine  the  political  purpose  of 
f6 . (C)  Former  MP  (Janata  Party)  D.N.  Patodia  told  Polcouns  April  23  that  Congress  Party  members  have  no  choice  but  to  defend  Rahul,  even  wher 
The  Prime  Minister  Attempts  Damage  Control 


f.7 . (U)  On  the  UP  campaign  trail,  Prime  Minister  Manmohan  Singh  declared  Rahul  as  ""the  leader  of  the  future,""  stating  ""your  future  is  in  yc 

Political  Pundit  Equally  Bemused 


f.  8 . (C)  In  an  April  19  meeting  with  Poloff,  veteran  journalist  and  Hindustan  Times  Political  Editor  Pankaj  Vohra  noted  that  he  was  equally  cor 
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claimed  that  Rahul  has  ""done  the  best  he  could  under  the  circumstances,""  and  was  the  victim  of  an  ""out  of  touch""  coterie  of  Congress  inside 
National  Implications 


f.9 . (C)  Exclaiming  that  Congress  ""has  its  back  to  the  wall,""  Vohra  noted  that  the  latest  rumor  is  that  if  Congress  does  badly  in  UP,  several 


Congress  Political  Cadre  is  Demoralized 


110.  (C)  On  April  19  Congress  leader  and  Gandhi  family  insider  Nachileta  Kapoor  informed  Poloff  that  the  party  in  UP  was  demoralized  and  did  r 
The  Dynasty  Dying  Nasty 

111.  (C)  Kapoor  was  adamant  that  Rahul's  elliptical  statements  were  spontaneous  and  off  the  cuff.  Rahul's  speechwriter  has  reportedly  confirn 
Comment : Son  Set 

112.  (C)  Rahul's  dismal  performance  on  the  campaign  trail  has  narrowed  the  party's  already  limited  options  in  UP.  While  some  in  Congress  are 
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government.  As  the  largest  party  in  UP,  the  governor  would  then  give  the  BSP  the  first  shot.  In  such  an  event,  she  would  need  Congress  to  mak 

113.  (C)  In  any  event,  regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  UP  elections,  Rahul  has  made  an  uneven  entry  into  active  politics.  While  crowds  at  hi 

114.  (U)  Visit  New  Delhi's  Classified  Website:  (http://www.state.sg0v.g0v/p/sa/newdelhi/) 

MULFORD 


